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Decision to name agent 
was publisher’s dilenuna 


Lj iuc wiuui ,01 tiic tncrance. 


Book:contains note 
expiaiining process 


By TimWaxren 

Book Editor; 


As'.chalnnan and chief executive 
officer of St. Martin's Press. Thomas 
McCqrmack was well aware of the 
ramifications of naming the Secret 
Service agent who Howard Donahue 
says-accidentally shot the third bul- 
let at John F. Kennedy on Nov, 22. 
1963;-.'.- 

So. when, after several months of 
researching Mr. Donahue's thesis, 
Mr. .McCormack was considering 
publishing •Mortal Error." he drafted 
a letter in Novembcr to the agent. 

‘lilgurcd "the allegation was very 
distressing to the man,' Mr. McCor- 
mack told The Sun. "Basically, 1 said 
[tn the-letter] that If he could have 
talked us-out of It. we wouldn’t have 
published the book. But we never 
heard'back from htm. 

"For that matter. If anybody else 
could come up with matertal that 
would have invalidated the theory, it 
wouldii' t- have been published. I 
waited until the end of Dwember be- 
fore giving the go-ahead.’ • 

He said that between eight to 10 
people at St. Martin’s worked on the 
manuscript for several months, and 
read "thousands of pages' of material 
related; to' the assassination, includ- 
ing oth«C hooks on the killing and 
the report of the Warren Commis- 
sion. At the end of "Mortal Error," 
Mr. MECbrmack adds an unusual 
"note the published that details 
the edlQn'g process "to convey the 
kind of' decision that we went 
throughft- 

Edlt^in secrecy — the book, was 
not meiihoned tn St. Martin's winter 
or sprln&catalogs — ."Mortal Error" 
is scheduled to be In bookstores na- 
tIonwlde;:Wednesday, Joining an al- 
ready-crowded field of Kennedy- 
assassiaatlon books (there are five, 
either til hard cover or paperback, on 
the Neik York Times' most recent 
b^t-scUcr list, including “High Trea- 
son." cxjwrltten by H arrison Uvlng- 
stone of Baltimore). 

• — StTj^Jrtln's spokesman John J. 
Murphy' said advance ■ orders for 
"MortaC terror" exceed 100,000. He 
said the book already has gone 
through three printings; Mr. McCor- 
mack "said the. first printing Is 
125.000.'an unusually high number 
for a flr^-tlme author with no na- 
tional h^e recognition.- 

Mr.'McCortnack said the decision 
to name' the Secret Service agent 
I [whicli was not done in the two-part 
I series published In The Sun In May 


1977) was a difficult one. And he 
said the book emphasizes that the 
agent was not negligent, but In fact 
acted courageously. • 

"In looking at what was said In 
the manuscript, and what Donahue 
has said In conversation. 1 was 
struck by how much Donahue ex- 
pressed sympathy for (the ^entj." 

Mr. McCormack said, "He even made 
statements about what a brave man 
he was, that he picked up the gun to 
get the bad guys, and the gun acci- 
dentally went off." 

'Thus, he went on, since “Mortal 
Error" does not say the former agent 
acted out of m^llgence or malice; the. 
assertion that he accidentally fired a 
shot that hit Kennedy is not libelous. 

B ut .1, Hamilton Brown, executiv e 
dir ector of the Former Agenfs TSCthe 
.ciarvlff (i,«^«yvlarlnn. based in 
Alexandria. Va., said the former 
agent talked to him about seeking 
legal action against Mr. Donahue 
when "Mortal Error" author Sonar 
Mennlnger was trying to Interview 
him for the book last spring. 

The man's extremely upset, and 
would you blame him? How would 
you like to be known as the person 
who was accused of shooting the 
president of the Urilted States when 
you know In youi' heart that it isn't 
true?" Mr. Brown said angrily. "I 
think [the former agent) thinks It's 
bull.—, and sc do I." 

Mr. Brown says he has not talked 
recently to the former agent, who he 
says left the Secret- Service In the 
early 1970s. Citing confidentiality, 
he would not give out any other in- 
formatlon-on the former agent. 

But referring to a conversation he 
had last spring wltli Mr. Mennlnger. 
Mr. Brown said, "When I was talking i 
to this twerp, 1 told him that (the ; 
former agent) was very much pre- ' 
pared to bring suit against him and 
was -in the process of finding ^ at- 
torney — and that we would be talk- 
ing about damages in substantial 
nurtibers." 

■ If .the former agent does sue, Mr. 
Brown said, members of his organi- 
zation and other former agents who 
were In the motorcade with Kennedy 
In Dallas would testify on his behalf. 
There are a number of people who 
are alive and well who were standing 
next to (the former agent].’ 

As for why the former agent has 
not responded to inquiries by St. 
Martin's or Mr., Mennlnger. Mr. 
Brown said. "'Why should he — why 
make a response to a theory that Is 
totally incorrect? What you would be 
doing Is giving credence to a ridicu- 
lous all^ation." 

Mr. McCormack said the former 
agent’s name will not be in any 
promotion of “Mortal Error." 
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-M X-rays, which wasBihin, 
i.C|;^cly for a 6.5mm ;■ ■’ 

□ the^odpr'of-gimpqwder a^.'re- j 
: ported by. severaT street-level 

; ' nesses Immediately ^ter;the shoot- • 
(.-Ing; a.lii^y;uiillkdy con^ 

;V;k . rifle fflrea : five floo’rsfup Md .'88 , 
.-ymrisaway; -- 

O TMtlmbhy placing the AR-i^ 

. 'rifle in flie. agent^s hamd- In., the- Ipi- 
. '.inedlate amefranie’of the-thW shot- , 
' ' Testimony from '.several 
.nesses that-the. sound of. the shots; 
came from.tha cam. V..- 

‘ QTestlni'ohy from -Gov. '.John' 
.Conrially that.tlie thlrd.shot w^. the 
ibudwf.,' ' 

□ Initial testimony — ■ later -re- 
. cantol — ■ fro'm witnesses within the' 
Texas Book Depository that they on- 
ly heard Oswald fire two shots. . . 

P T!wb.; Spe nt shells recovered 
from the fifth floor of the Texas Book 
Depository in clean,- flreable condi- 
tion. and o ne severely deht eH and 
l^t up, aiigftestlng that It was 
, “practice" sHH 


. tliat Uswqjd naO used 

i'l nTils chamber to orot^tlb ls fiSik 
'Di n when dry-.flrlng. a comm on 
’ ■ S hoote ra-trickr^ 

;V own befuddlement 

v.and declaration that he was a "patsy" 
■-'at the time of, his arrest and Interro- 
- gallon. . - 

Mr. Donahue maintains that.j 
;• there arc two further t^jts that could ■ | 
instantly provd or disprove his the-, 
sis,, and he Is surprised that tf they' 
hay.e been made, no public acknowl- :. 

■ edgment.qf them has ever been an,- 
' 'liminced; 

For one thing, the composition of 
the jacket' of me AR-15 bullet Is 
slightly different than the composl- ] 
tlon ora 6.5 Carcano bullet Jacket It 
Is 90 percent copper.' 9 percent zinc 
and 1 percent Impurities, The.Car-J 
cano 'Jacket’.’contalns only copper. ■; 
Thus any examination of the recov- 
ered ballistic copper bits that can be 
shown to contaln ztnc cm only have 
conie'from a .223 bullet. 

' Additionally, the thicknesses of 
the copper jackets on the two bullets 
are profoimdly different^ The Jacket 
on the .223 bullet Is only'l/2 1,000 of 
an Inch thick, whereas the Carcano 
Jacket is 1/32,000 of an Inch thick. 

Under microscopic examination, 
these differences, would be readily 
visible; an examination of the copper 
remnants in the ballistic residue has 
never 'been made either. " • 

“I hate the word ‘cover-up,’. "' he 
says. “It sounds so sinister. But .the 
government-was betweeri a rock and 
a hard place.' They did not want to 
admit that Kennedy was shot In the 
head by their own man. They Wed to 
cover It up with the Warren Commls- 
slbh. And the Warren Commission 
was so Inept that it led to much more 
widespread distrust of the govem- 
'menfand Its Investigating agencies. 

1 -."viNobody really profited from It. The 
Warren Commission simply covered 
the evidence with a haystack.^ 

’tits', 




